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The Code of Canon Law requires each parish to have a Finance Council. This council, governed 

by the norms of the Code, enables the Christian faithful to be of assistance to the pastor in the 

administration of parish goods. Along with the Pastoral Council, the Finance Council serves as a 

consultative body to the pastor; therefore, the pastor is not a member of the Finance Council.  

 

The meetings of the Finance Council are called by the pastor or administrator who approves the 

agenda. While it is expected that the pastor will give due consideration to the advice of the 

council, the pastor alone, in concert with the pertinent regulations of the archdiocese, has the 

ultimate responsibility for all decisions affecting the finances of the parish. The Finance Council 

is never to meet in the absence of the pastor. Since the Finance Council is a consultative body, it 

makes recommendations to the pastor through consensus, not through any majority vote. 

 

The Finance Council shall include five or six members. A quorum of three members shall be 

required for each meeting. Meetings will be scheduled four times each fiscal year. Minutes shall 

be kept at each meeting. In order to foster unity and collaboration among the two parish councils, 

one meeting each year shall be a joint meeting with the Pastoral Council.  

 

Members of the Finance Council:  

• shall be appointed by the pastor and serve a term of three years;  

• may be reappointed for one additional consecutive term, at the discretion of the pastor;  

• are to be lay persons and preferably parishioners;  

• shall receive staggered appointments to provide continuity of membership; 

• should be Catholics in good standing and, preferably, members of the parish;  

• should be skilled in the areas of finance, law or administration; and  

• should not be related to employees of the parish nor have extensive business relationships 

with the parish.  

• Deacons canonically assigned to the parish will be invited to Finance Council meetings 

as ex officio members. 

 

Among the duties of the Parish Finance Council are assistance to the pastor in:  

• the preparation of annual parish budgets;  

• the review of periodic financial reports;  

• consultation on major capital expenditures;  

• advice on fund-raising efforts;  

• the review and certification of movable inventories; and  

• providing aid and advice in other areas as requested by the pastor.  

 


